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Rabbi, Cantor, Parents, Grandparents, Relatives and Friends,
‘Thank you all for coming to my Bar Mitzvah. I am especially happy that my family
was able to travel here from many parts of the country for this special occasion.

I would like to thank Cantor Dean for all of his help in preparing me for this day.

I would also like to thank Rabbi Radinsky and my parents for their encouragement

and support.

This week's parshat is Vayigash. ’)N[C'.I Qi-n‘\' ['8)& ex!l “Then Judah
came near unto him and said:" Juda'h is speaking to Joseph ar:d pleads for Benjamin's
life as a free man. He even offers to’ stay in his brothér's place as a slave.
Judah knows that if Benjamin were to become a slave it would kfll their father.

This shows the great love and concern that Judah has for his family.

Joseph is so moved by Judah's plea that he reveals himself to his brothers. He
assures them he does not wish to take revenge upon them for selling him into
slavery and tells them "G-d sent me before you to preserve life." Joseph
realizes that G-d had sent him to Egypt as part of a plan. He is now able to
give his family food and she]tef in f-:gypt during the famine. He continues saying
"And G-d sent me before you to give you a remnant on the earth, and to save you
alive for a great deliverance." Joseph is. predicting that his family will have
many descendants. vThe‘y will becﬁnle slaves in Egypt, but G-d will dé'l'lvef them

from slavery.,

Joseph sends his brothers back to Canaan to bring their father, their families, and
their belongings back to Egypt to live. When the brothers return.home, they. tell
their father that Joseph is still alive and second only to Pharoah in all the land

of Egypt.

Jacob does not believe his sons until he sees the wagons that Joseph has sent with
them. Why did Jacob not believe them until he saw the wagons that Joseph sent?

Rashi tells us that the wagons were sent as a sign from Joseph so that his father




image2.png
‘would believe his brothers when they told Jacob that Joseph was alive. The wagons
were a reminder of a Halacha that Jacob and Joseph were studying before Joseph was
taken to Egypt. How were the wagons a sign of this study? The word for a wagon in
Hebrew is 9§§r§_: which has the same root as ﬁétlixtor calf. Before Joseph was sold
to Egypt, they had been studying about the »;\‘31’)5_ mggx - a specfa'l cei-emony
using a calf. Only the real Joseph would know this.

Jacob says "It is enough: Joseph my son is yet alive; I will go and see him before
I die.” In saying this, Jacob shows that what makes him the happiest is to know

that his son is still a tzadik, not the fact that Joseph is a great ruler in Egypt.
From this we can learn the lesson that being a tzadik or a righteous person is more

important than being powerful or wealthy.

As I grow up, I hope that I will always remember these lessons. May I always
gemember that it's better to be a good person than a powerful person and that learning
is a wonderful way to create a loving relationship. Jacob's relationship with Joseph

was very strong because they always learned together.

At this time I would like to thank my parents and grandparents for all the love and
affection they have given me. May I grow up to only give them nachas and joy and be

a credit to my family, my religion, and my people.




